
 
AGENDA 

MAGISTRATE HEARING 
March 26, 2024 - 8:00 AM 

195 Christobal Road – North, Mary Esther, FL 32569 

 
1. INVOCATION 
2. SWEARING IN 
3. HEARING OF CASES 
 3.1. Thomas Swenson 441 Stonehenge Drive Fine Reduction Request 
 3.2. Rosanna G. Mccurry 709 Marcia Circle Fine Reduction 
4. ADJOURN 
 
                                                             
 

 
The City does not keep verbatim minutes as a matter of record. If 

a person decides to appeal any decision made by the special 
magistrate with respect to any matter considered at this hearing, 

he or she will need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such 
purpose, he or she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of 

the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and 
evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. See Florida 

Statute 286.0105 
 

***** PLEASE TURN OFF OR SILENCE ALL CELL PHONES ***** 
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CASE SUMMARY 
 
 

Case Number: 2020042 Violation Address: 441 Stonehenge Drive, Mary Esther, FL 32569 

Respondent(s) Thomas Swenson  

Property Owner: Thomas Swenson 

 

Violations Cited 

                                 Description                                           Ordinance, Code or State Statute 

Overgrown vegetation 10-22(a)&(b)(3); 10-23(a)(1)&(d)  

Litter, trash, debris 10-2 (a); 10-22 (b)(2) & (7); 10-23 (e); 10-26 (e) 

Construction without a permit 5-1; LDC 18.00.00; 18.04.00; FS 553.79 (1) 

 

Inspections 

            Date                    Officer                                                Findings 

April 10, 2020 KC 
An accumulation of household items, litter, trash and debris is 
stored and discarded on the property. A detached carport is under 
construction. 

July 13, 2020 RH 

Property is non-compliant. LTD and household items remain stored 
and discarded outdoors. Makeshift carport erected in driveway. 
Carport has no permit and is not anchored. Detached carport 
remains unpermitted. Vegetation is overgrown. 

August 25, 2020 RH 
Property is non-complaint. LTD remains. Vegetation is overgrown. 
Fence gate is broke and laying on the ground. Unpermitted half-
built carport remains. 

March 18, 2021 RH 
Property is non-compliant. LTD remains stored on the property. 
Additional items brought onto the property. Carport in driveway has 
no cover. Unpermitted carport on side of house remains. 

April 16, 2021 KC 

Property is non-compliant. Observed a newly erected temporary 
carport. It would also appear that more items have been brought 
onto the property. I spoke with Mr. Swenson and he stated that he 
does not like the violations but he is a collector and can't fit 
anymore items in his house and does not know how to pull a 
permit, even after multiple times of coming to City Hall to be 
advised on how to pull a permit.  

June 3, 2021 RH 
Property is non-compliant. Aluminum carport partially constructed 
and anchored with dumbbells in driveway. Wood carport on side of 
house remains. LTD remains stored outside. 

June 18, 2021 RH Property is non-compliant. No change.  

July 2, 2021 RH Property is non-compliant. No change.  

 

 

Notices/Activities 

             Date              Officer               Type                                               Comments 

May 16, 2019 KC 
Pre-Construction 

Meeting 

Thomas Swenson met at City Hall with staff to 
discuss the correction notice issued to him for 
his carport permit submittal. 

 

 

EXHIBIT  A 
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June 24, 2019 KC 
Pre-Construction 

Meeting 

Thomas Swenson met at City Hall with staff to 
discuss his correction notice. No items listed in 
the correction notice were submitted or revised. 
Mr. Swenson was expressively asked if he 
understood what was required of him and he 
affirmed that he understood. 

April 10, 2020 KC Citation  
A1478. Construction of a carport without a 
permit. Posted to the front door.  

April 10, 2020 KC Notice of Violation 
A1479. 10 days to remove all litter, trash, debris 
and household items from the exterior of the 
home.  

April 16, 2020 KC Correspondence 
Thomas Swenson came to City Hall to obtain a 
permit application. 

July 14, 2020 KC 
Notice of Non-
Compliance 

Posted to the front door.  

June 18, 2020 RH Notice of Hearing Posted to the front door. 

 

  Administration Fee Breakdown 

Enforcement Hearing………………….…….…$100.00               X 1                  $100.00    

Case Preparation and Review …….…………. $60.00                X 1         $60.00    

Inspection by Code Enforcement Officer……. $30.00                X 7        $210.00    

Certified Mail …………………….…….………… $6.80       X 0                      $0.00    

Personal Service ………………………..…….. $30.00                X 3                    $90.00    

                               TOTAL:    $460.00 

Recommended Order 

(1) Thomas Swenson is found to have violated City of Mary Esther codes and ordinances and failed to   
      come into voluntary compliance with all notices and instruction issued by the City.  

(2) The property shall be brought into full compliance with City codes and ordinances within 15  
      calendar days from the date of this hearing. The violations to be brought into compliance are listed     
      in section (3).  

(3) (a) All overgrown grass, weeds, bushes, shrubs, hedges and the like shall be cut and maintained.      

      (b) All unpermitted structures shall be removed from the property. 

      (c) All litter, trash and debris shall be removed from the property. All accumulations of household     
           items and furnishings which have been stored or otherwise discarded outdoors shall be    
           removed from the property or stored within an enclosed building. 

(4) Administration fee of $460.00 to be paid within 30 calendar days. 

(5) Fine of $150.00 to be paid within 30 calendar days. 

(6) Daily fine of $150.00 per day for each day the violation remains non-complaint after 15 calendar   
      days. 

(7) Interest in the amount of 4.31 percent per annum for all fines and fees that remain unpaid after 30       
     calendar days. 
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July 2, 2021 

      
 

      

EXHIBIT B-10
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Thomas Swenson                                                         Case No. 2020042 

441 Stonehenge Drive 

Mary Esther, FL 32569 

 

NOTICE OF FORMAL HEARING 

VIOLATION OF CITY OF MARY ESTHER CODE AND ORDINANCES 

 

 Address: 441 Stonehenge Drive, Mary Esther, FL 32569   

            Tax Identification of Property: 16-2S-24-0291-0002-0120 

 

  

 You are hereby formally notified that on the 6th of July 2021 at 9:00 A.M.., there will be 

a public hearing before the City of Mary Esther Special Magistrate at the Chambers of the City 

Council of Mary Esther, Florida, 195 Christobal Road N, Mary Esther, Florida 32569.  This 

concerns violation(s) of the Codes and Ordinances of the City of Mary Esther which you have 

been cited for being in violation of and have failed to come into voluntary compliance or which a 

repeat violation has been cited. FAILURE TO APPEAR MAY RESULT IN THE SPECIAL 

MAGISTRATE PROCEEDING IN YOUR ABSENCE. 

 

 You have the right to obtain an attorney, AT YOUR EXPENSE, to represent you before 

the Special Magistrate.  You will have the opportunity to present your defense, present witnesses 

as well as question the witnesses against you prior to the Special Magistrate making a 

determination.  Formal rules of evidence shall not apply, but fundamental due process shall be 

observed and shall govern the proceedings. 

 

 Prior to the above-referenced hearing, you are entitled to receive and review the City’s 

investigative file.  If you would like to receive and/or review this information prior to the 

hearing, you must send a request for this information to the City Clerk and the information will 

be made available to you. The City Clerk may be contacted by phone at 850-243-3566 Ext.11, by 

email at cclk@cityofmaryesther.com or in person at 195 N. Christobal Road, Mary Esther, FL 

32569. If there is any information or evidence you would like the Special Magistrate to review 

prior to the hearing, it is your responsibility to provide any such information to the Special 

Magistrate and to the City, within a reasonable time prior to the hearing. It is your responsibility 

to enter any evidence into the official record at the public hearing.    

 

 At the conclusion of the hearing, the Special Magistrate will issue a findings of fact, 

conclusions of law and order based on the evidence of record. If you are found in violation, the 

Special Magistrate may order you to pay a fine not to exceed $250 per day for a first violation 

and not to exceed $500 per day for a repeat violation. Additional fines may be imposed for each 

day the violation continues past the date set for compliance or, in the case of a repeat violation, 

for each day the repeat violation continues, beginning with the date the repeat violation is found 

to have occurred by the Code Enforcement Officer.  

 

 If, after due notice and hearing, the Special Magistrate finds a violation to be irreparable 

or irreversible in nature, the Special Magistrate may order the violator to pay a fine not to exceed 

$5,000 per violation.  In addition, should you be found in violation of the City Code and 

EXHIBIT C-7
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Ordinances, the Special Magistrate has the power by law to levy fines that may include all costs 

of repairs performed by the City of Mary Esther as set forth above. 

 

 In determining the amount of the fine, if any, the Special Magistrate shall consider the 

following factors: 

 

 1. The gravity of the violation; 

 2. Any actions taken by the violator to correct the violation; and 

 3. Any previous violations committed by the violator. 

 

If the City prevails in prosecuting this case before the Special Magistrate, the City shall be 

entitled to recover all costs incurred in prosecuting the case before the Special Magistrate and 

such costs may be included in the lien authorized under § 162.09(3), Florida Statutes. 

 

 A certified copy of an order imposing a fine, or a fine plus repair costs, may be recorded 

in the public records of Okaloosa County and shall constitute a lien against the land on which the 

violation(s) exists and upon any other real or personal property owned by the violator. 

 

 If any person decides to appeal any decision made by the Special Magistrate with respect 

to any matter considered at such hearing, he or she will need a record of the proceedings, and for 

such purpose he or she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, 

which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is based. Appeals shall 

be made to the Okaloosa County Circuit Court. If you desire to have the hearing recorded by an 

official court reporter, you shall be responsible for arranging for an official court reporter to 

appear at the hearing, AT YOUR EXPENSE. 

  

If you have any questions regarding this notice or wish to submit evidence for the hearing, please 

contact (850) 243-3566 Ext.3 or email code@cityofmaryesther.com. Special Magistrate Bruce 

Bowman will be presiding over the hearing.  
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