




CITY COUNCIL DISCUSSION

Mary Esther Elementary School



Background & Timeline

KEY FACTS

Opened in 1965 — serving Mary Esther for 60 years

Current enrollment: ~400 students

CONTEXT

Over 250 Florida elementary schools successfully operate 

with enrollments between 300–450 students 

(FLDOE 2024–25)

Decision Timeline

December 5, 2025

School District and City staff met to discuss proposal

January 12, 2026

School Board vote on authorizing public hearing

February 23, 2026

Formal public hearing (if authorized)

August 2026

Potential closure effective date



What Our Plans Say
Findings from the 2023 Vision Plan & 2025 Comprehensive Plan

CITY IDENTITY

Residents identified "lack of identity" as the City's top challenge. 

The school is identified as a primary neighborhood anchor.

Vision Plan, pp. 5, 8

SMALL-TOWN CHARACTER

Neighborhood schools are essential to maintaining community 

character and attracting families.

Comp Plan, Policy 1.1.4

COMMUNITY PRIORITY

School safety and access ranked as the second-highest priority for 

the entire City in resident surveys.

Vision Plan, p. 12

UNIQUE STATUS

If closed, Mary Esther would become the only city in Okaloosa 

County without a public school within its incorporated limits.

Based on community survey (279 participants) and stakeholder focus groups



Key Considerations

Property Values

Neighborhood schools are a top driver for home prices. Closure 

removes a key neighborhood amenity.

Site Redevelopment

The 10-acre buildable site could be repurposed. Private 

redevelopment would add property to tax rolls, but coordination 

needed to align with neighborhood character.

CITY TOOLS AVAILABLE

Housing Policy — Zoning to encourage family-oriented housing and 

boost enrollment

Infrastructure — New entrance road from Hollywood Blvd planned to 

improve student safety

TAXPAYER CONTEXT

Mary Esther residents and businesses contribute approximately $2.7M 

to the District through property taxes and $500K in voter-approved 

school sales tax.



Options for Council 
Direction

1

Direct Partnership

Request a joint meeting with the School 

Board to discuss options to keep the school 

open, including use of City housing and 

infrastructure tools.

2

Direct Advocacy

Support a City-wide effort to help parents 

and residents share their voices with the 

School Board to keep the school open, 

including authorizing the Mayor or City 

Manager to speak at future School Board 

meetings. 

3

Plan for Transition

Coordinate with the District to ensure the 

existing site is used for community benefit if 

the school closes.

This is a policy decision for Council. Staff requests direction on how to proceed.
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