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Decision Makers: Linda Evanchyk +7

11 Supporter Voices

1 Update

The Issue

Mary Esther Elementary School is more than just an educational institution; it is the heart

of our community, a beacon of excellence, and a second home to many. The decision to close

Mary Esther Elementary would not only disrupt countless lives but would also sever the

strong ties that bind our neighborhood together. With its dedicated staff, exceptional

educators, and unparalleled family involvement, Mary Esther has stood out as a pillar of

academic achievement and community spirit.

The school's success is anchored in its incredible educators who have nurtured and guided

students, fostering not only academic growth but also character development. Their

unwavering dedication has resulted in a nurturing and empowering environment where

children thrive. Additionally, family involvement at Mary Esther is unmatched. Parents,

grandparents, and guardians come together to support the school's endeavors, ensuring that

every event is a community effort and that every child gets the utmost care and support,

both in and out of the classroom.

Closing Mary Esther Elementary would mean losing this invaluable community resource, a

place that has cultivated friendships, community engagement, and cherished memories for

students and their families. It would also lead to overcrowded classrooms in nearby schools,

degrading the quality of education that our children deserve.

We urge the school board and local authorities to reconsider this decision. Let us explore

alternative solutions that prioritize our children's education, such as restructuring the

budget, community fundraisers, or partnerships with local businesses to secure the

necessary funding. We owe it to our children to fight for the preservation of Mary Esther

51 people signed this week
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Elementary School’s legacy and its continued role as a cornerstone of our community.

We need your support to make your voices heard. We implore everyone who believes in

safeguarding our children's future to stand with us. Please sign this petition to keep Mary

Esther Elementary School open and thriving.

Report a policy violation

Nicole Potter

Petition Starter

Media inquiries

The Decision Makers

Okaloosa County School Board

3 Members

Linda Evanchyk
Okaloosa County School Board - District 3

Lamar White
Okaloosa County School Board - District 1

Diane Kelley
Okaloosa County School Board - District 5

51 people signed this week

1/20/26, 12:26 PM Petition · Stop the closure of Mary Esther Elementary School - Mary Esther, United States · Change.org

https://www.change.org/p/stop-the-closure-of-mary-esther-elementary-school 3/9

https://www.change.org/u/782083186
https://change.my.salesforce-sites.com/mediainquiry
https://www.change.org/decision-makers/linda-evanchyk-okaloosa-county-school-board-district-3?source_location=petition_details_gamma_legislative_bodies
https://www.change.org/decision-makers/lamar-white-okaloosa-county-school-board-district-1?source_location=petition_details_gamma_legislative_bodies
https://www.change.org/decision-makers/diane-kelley-okaloosa-county-school-board-district-5?source_location=petition_details_gamma_legislative_bodies


Supporter Voices

Featured Comments

Parker Destin
Okaloosa County School Board

Awaiting response

Tim Bryant
Okaloosa County School Board

Awaiting response

Brett Hinley
Okaloosa County School Board

Awaiting response

Okaloosa County School District

Awaiting response

View all 8 Decision Makers
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Kelly, Mary Esther

1 month ago

“My heart is absolutely shattered by this proposal. I am all things Mary Esther Elementary

and absolutely love what I do and who I do it with. My history as a Thunderbird began way

before employment. I am a product of Okaloosa County Schools and a PROUD PRODUCT OF

MARY ESTHER ELEMENTARY. We returned to this area so my girls could be Thunderbirds

and...”

Show full text

9 Likes Report

Angela, Arlington

4 days ago

““I’m a Thunderbird, yes a Thunderbird, and I go to Mary Esther Elementary. It’s the school I

love. A cut above.” That song still lives in my heart, because it captures exactly what this

school was—and still is—a cut above. Now, as a parent, I find myself telling my own

elementary-school-aged daughter about my time at Mary Esther Elementary and how...”

Show full text

1 Like Report

Aveld, Mary Esther

1 month ago

“Please sign this important petition ! This is awesome that a parent is trying so hard to save

this amazing school! My wife’s life has been at this school. From her going there as a child, her

mother volunteering there, to her volunteering there and then becoming an employee! She

eats and breathes Mary Esther Elementary! Go Thunderbirds!!”

6 Likes Report

View all comments
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Featured Videos

About the supporters

61% of supporters come from: 32569 32548 32547

Sign and share why

you care!

View all supporter voices
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Support Change
Become a Member Today

Not beholden to politics or power brokers, Change.org is free for people everywhere to

make change. Every day there are real victories for issues you care about, only possible

because we are 100% funded by everyday people like you.

Will you stand with us to protect the power of everyday people to make a difference?

Support Change.org

Pay with credit card or 

Petition updates

Let’s get more signatures for this petition New

1 month ago • Nicole Potter, Petition Starter

Hi all, I wanted to let you know that we now have 300 signatures on this petition.

Thank you so much for your support! Would you help me get more signatures by…

Read full update

$4 $6 $11

$21 Other
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250 supporters!
1 month ago

Nicole Potter started this petition!
1 month ago

Share this petition

Share this petition in person or use the QR code for your own material.

Copy link WhatsApp Facebook

Nextdoor Email X

Petition created on December 11, 2025

Change.org Child and Family Well-Being

Stop the closure of Mary Esther Elementary School

Download QR Code
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